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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed August 27, 2004. 

2. Per Applicants' request, claims 1, 17 and 68 have been amended. 

3. Claims 1-83 remain pending. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-83 have been considered. 

In particular, Applicants have argued the following: 

The Examiner has failed to provide a single reference that teaches all of the elements 
to claims 1-83 instead the examiner has cited at least two references with no specified number of 
references as etc. is ambiguous to exacdy what the Examiner is using to reject the claims. 

In response, the Examiner notes that the previous rejection of claims 1-83 was 
based on the Heuristic Physics Laboratories, Inc.'s software development tool 
package. Heuristic Physics Laboratories, Inc/s software development tool package 
provides more than just one users' manual. Because Workflow View™, Users Guide 
and Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual are part of a single source which is 
the software development tool package, the Examiner considered it appropriate to 
reject claims 1-83 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by this single source. 

In view of this interpretation, the rejection was considered proper. However, 
per Applicants 3 request, new grounds of rejection have been made and the action not 
made final so Applicants have a chance to respond to the new rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one )car prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-13, 15, 17-30, 32, 36-45, 47, 50-62, 63, 66, 70-80, 82 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Heuristic Physics Laboratories, Inc/ s 
WorkflowView™, Users Guide- 
Claims 1, V and 20 

HPL's WorkflowView™, Users Guide discloses at least: 

means for(faplayinga workspace on a computer screen (see at least 
WorkflowView™, Users Guide, Figure 3-1 and related discussion in the Users 
Guide); and 

rrmns for deploying a plurdity of objects on said computer screen indzzidually 
selectable to be placed and coupled together in said workspace to define a workflow for a user 
interactize program, wherein at least one of said plurality of objects has at least cm interaakdy 
alterable operation parameter during execution cf said user interaOtw program (WorkflowView™, 
Users Guide, Figure 3-1 and related discussion in the Users Guide). 

HPL's WorkflowView™, Users Guide further discloses and wherein said 
interactkdy alterable operatim parameter provides a parameter for data extraction for use in said 
user interactiie program (see at least Figures 1-1, 5-4 'Tath to Field", WorkflowView™, 
Users Guide). 

Claims 2 and 18 

The rejection of base claims 1 and 17 is incorporated. HPL further discloses 
means for developing a user interactive programsuch that at least one properties page induding at 
least one inter acXwdy alterable operationparameter is displayaUe to a user prior to execution cfsaid 
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userinteracdwpn^am(stt at least Figure 5-2: Example of Display Properties Page 
Window; Workflow View™, Users Guide, section 5.1.1). 

Claims 3 and 19 

The rejection of base claims 1 and 17 and intervening claims 2 and 18 is 
incorporated HPL further discloses zehemn said at least one properties page tndudes a 
properties page for each object hazing at least one interactively alterable operation parameter (see at 
least Figure 5-2: Example of Display Properties Page Window; Workflow View™, 
Users Guide, section 5.1.1). 

Claims 4, 21, 36, 53 and 70 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses wherein one cf saidplurality cf objects is a first input object for extractwgfirst 
spedfiedcktafrorna first selected database (see at least Figures 1-1, 5-4 'Tath to Field", 
WorkflowView™, Users Guide). 

Claims 5, 22, 37, 54 and 71 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. FIPL 
further discloses wherein another one cf saidplurality cf objects is a second input object for 
extractirigseco?zlspecfieddata froma second selected database haizng a different schenu thansaid 
first selected database (see at least Figures 1-1, 5-4; WorkflowView™, Users Guide). 

Claims 6, 23, 38, 55 and 72 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses means for deidopinga user interactive program, such that at least one properties 
page induding an interactively alterable swtch Junction for directing data flowfnmsaid first and 
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seoond input objects toaTwmindercfsaidwcfi^flowis displdyabktoauserpriw 

user tnteractize program (see at least Figure 4-6, WorkflowView™, Users Guide; Figure 

20-3, Switch Engine, User Manual). 

Qaims 7, 24, 39, 56 and 73 

The rejection of base claims is incorporated. HPL further discloses wherein one 
cf said plurality cf ejects is an output c^ea programmable to store output data in a specified output 
file (see at least sections 4.1.3, 4.1.4 - NOTE: - WorkflowView™, Users Guide). 

Qaims 8, 11, 25, 28, 40, 43, 57, 60, 74 and 77 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further disclos es wherein said specified output file resides on a remote computer (see at least 
Figure 1-1 "Metadatabase", Figure 5-4 "Servers", WorkflowView™, Users Guide). 

Qaims 9, 26, 41, 58 and 75 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses wherein said output object is prograrrmtbk toprudde said output data to an 
executabkpmgfnm^tt at least Figure 5-4 and related discussion in the manual, 
WorkflowView™, Users Guide). 

Qaims 10, 12, 27, 29, 42, 44, 59, 61, 76 and 78 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses wherein said output object is prvgurrmtble to provide said output data to an 
executable pro-am, and launch said executable program (see at least Figure 5-4 and related 
discussion in the manual, WorkflowView™, Users Guide). 
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Claims 13, 63 and 80 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPL further discloses wherein 
cm cfsaidplwdil^cf c^^perfcfrm an interacdzely alterable s wtch junction for directing data flaw 
wthin said workflow (see at least Figure 4-6, Workflow View™, Users Guide; Figure 20- 
3, Switch Engine, User Manual). 

Claims 15, 32, 47, and 82 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPL further discloses wherein 
one of said plurality of objects facilitates assigning a name to a selected input port cf another one of 
said plurality cf ejects so that data rmy be prodded directly to said input port (see at least 
Workflow View™, Users Guide, section 5.2, "Setting External Input/Output Engine 
Properties). 

Claims 30, 45, 62 and 79 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPL further discloses e uherein 
one cf said plurality cf objects has at least one interacdidy alterable operation parameter (see at 
least Figure 5-2: Example of Display Properties Page Window; WorkflowView™, 
Users Guide, section 5.1.1). 

Claims 50 and 66 

Since claims 50 and 66 recite a software development tool employing the same 
workflow means for displaying of the tool recited in claim 20, the same rejection is 
applied. HPL further discloses wherein at least one cf said plurality cf objects faditates 
assigning a name to a selected input port cf another me cf said plurality cf objects so that data rmy be 
prodded diwdy to said input port (see at least WorkflowView™, Users Guide, section 5.2, 
"Setting External Input/ Output Engine Properties). 
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Claim 51 

The rejection of base claim 50 is incorporated. HPL further discloses wherein 
saiddata is provided by a user irdiotii^ thrm$ a stnTigoormurd to 

execute said user interact program (see at least Figure 4-11, Workflow View™, Users 
Guide). 

Claim 52 

The rqeokncfbase daim 50 is incorporated HPL further disdoses wherein said data is 
provided by another computer program by indicating a container for said data 
through a string command to execute said user interactive program (see at least Fi<gm 4- 
11, WorkflowView™, Users Guide). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of the 35 U.S.G 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Qaims 14, 16, 31, 33-35, 46, 48-49, 64-65, 68-69 and 81 arc rejected under 35 
U.S.G 103(a) as being unpatentable over Heuristic Physics Laboratories, Inc.' s 
WorkflowView™, Users Guide in view of Heuristic Physics Laboratories, Inc.' s 
Switch Engine, User Manual. 
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Claim 34 

Since claim 34 recites all of the features of claim 1, claim 34 is also rejected for 
the same reason. HPL' WorkflowView™, Users Guide does not specifically disclose 
wherein at least one of said plurality of objects perform an wteraeteidy alterable switch fmction for 
diverting data fbwwtbm said user irtferactiw program However, HPL's Switch Engine, User 
Manual teaches this feature at pp. 4-7. It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine HPL's teaching 
in the Switch Engine manual with that of the WorkflowView™ because the 
combination would make the HPL's software development package more interactive 
and user friendlier. 

Claims 35 and 49 

Since claims 35 and 49 recite a software development tool employing the same 
workflow means for displaying of the tool recited in claim 20, the same rejection is 
applied. HPL ? WorkflowView™, Users Guide does not specifically disclose wherein at 
least one of said plurality cf objects facilitates branch processing according to a user iridimted selection 
from displayed irfonmtion generated by said user interactize program However, HPL's 
Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual teaches this feature at pp. 4-8. It would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine HPL's teaching in the Conditional Execution Engine 
manual with that of the WorkflowView™ because the combination would make the 
HPL's software development package more interactive and user friendlier. 

Claims 67 and 83 

Since claims 50 and 66 recite a software development tool employing the same 
workflow means for displaying of the tool recited in claim 1, the same rejection is 
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applied HPL' WorkflowView™, Users Guide does not specifically disclose wherein at 
least one cf said plurality of objects pnwpts a user for input when a condition is met while executing 
said user interactiw program However, HPL/s Conditional Execution Engine, User 
Manual teaches this feature in Figure 23-1. It would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine HPUs 
teaching in the Conditional Execution Engine manual with that of the 
WorkflowView™ because the combination would make the HPL's software 
development package more interactive and user friendlier. 

Claims 14,31, 46, 64 and 81 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPU WorkflowView™, Users 
Guide does not specifically disclose whemncmcfsaHplurdity (foveas facilitates brand) 
processing daunting to a user indicated selection from displayed information generated by said user 
interactive program However, HPUs Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual 
teaches this feature at pp. 4-8- It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine HPL's teaching 
in the Conditional Execution Engine manual with that of the WorkflowView™ 
because the combination would make the HPL's software development package more 
interactive and user friendlier. 

Claims 16, 33, 48 and 65 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPL' WorkflowView™, Users 
Guide does not specifically disclose wherein cm cf said plurality cf objects prompts a user for 
input when a condition is met while executing said user interactiw pwgram However, HPUs 
Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual teaches this feature at least in Figure 23- 
1. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the ait at the time 
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the invention was made to combine HPL's teaching in the Conditional Execution 
Engine manual with that of the WorkflowView™ because the combination would 
make the HPL/s software development package more interactive and user friendlier 

Claim 68 

The rejection of base claim 67 is incorporated. HPL' WorkflowView™, Users 
Guide does not specifically disclose ^therein amther (f saidplwdify <f (fyefc is a conation 
objeafaditati^r However, HPL/s Conditional 

Execution Engine, User Manual teaches this feature at least in Figure 23-3: 
Conditional Execution Engine Workflow Usage). It would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
HPL's teaching in the Conditional Execution Engine manual with that of the 
WorkflowView™ because the combination would make the HPL's software 
development package more interactive and user friendlier. 

Claim 69 

The rejection of base claim 67 is incorporated. HPL' WorkflowView™, Users 
Guide does not specifically disclose means far ckudopinga user wteraaiwpmgramsuch that a 
properties page associated wth said addition object and facilitating interactive spedficatian cf said 
coridition is displayable to a user prior to execution of said user interacdw program However, 
HPUs Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual teaches this feature at least in 
Figure 23-3: Conditional Execution Engine Workflow Usage). It would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine HPL's teaching in the Conditional Execution Engine manual with that of 
the WorkflowView™ because the combination would make the HPL's software 
development package more interactive and user friendlier. 
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Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the Examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu "Antony" Nguyen-Ba whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3701. The Examiner can normally be reached on 
Tuesday-Friday, 6:45 - 16:45. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application maybe obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBQ at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Art Unit 2122 
November 5, 2004 



